
A new law will require hig 
juniors to take the ACT. A 
secrets to taking the ACT I 

h 

  trance exam! 

yvw ddld+Fer college 
aWw-&maage  the best 

adenaexnengahsand 
l'he first deiinitive M&WS tu these 

B$-chaqingquestions often wine with the 
m k u f  c&geentranreemrna-the ACT 
arid SAT. Unfortunately, that'$ ttw late to da 
much abut  it s b  many students don't 
take theseexams un* their &ox year of 
high schbalmdwme neverr;lkethem. 

But dl sf thatwlll hange in thew 
fwyea15 f o r K e n ~ y & n $ a @ .  Here's 
what parents andsfudefltsn&edto know 
about the impcy;tant changes ahead. 

ACT Reqoired and State Funded 
The biggest changes ahead stem from 

%mate Bill 13, W w m e 4 w b e W w  

appwved by the 2QOEI Keatucky,Geneml 
Assembly* Beginning no l a w  than the 
2007-2008 school ye% evay high school 
jwrior inlientlsckydbequired to take 
the ACT-at thenepartment of Educa- 
tion'wxpense. Aneftha3 won't be thefitst 
time students getaghpse at how they art. 
faring academidy. 

"Other states h v e  tried this strategy 
and found that signic9ntly mom students 
go to college, and they are hem prepared 
when they get there," sap Kentucky Sen& 
Majority Leader DanIIIdy, a SSpngfield 
attorney whawas the l a d  sponsor of the 
legisla60n."It lets students how early oq 
what theirstragthe and w&negses a. 
&me~&ntsvPinu *ktheyam'tgo% 

by DsR&?b"a .G3Sbsq@p' 

to coRegeSnd out they could succeedand 
shonld whsider it. All of this happem 
while there isstill time ta Qkeaction," 

Addfiend p d w s  in the b i b p i m  a 
high ~ h l r e a b & a m  in tbeezghthpde 
andac.oUege a m  exam in the 1 9 t h ~ d e .  
SWin&w1&12"apalsa&the 
Wow-m~ntinm@%r in& 
matwn, i s c a ~ ~ t i o n ,  andappried 
m W ~ , h ~ t h t h ~ r n s t s # + t h e  
Kenwly D e v o f  Edw-. 
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, ' . +. 

Students can go to WMstMlentaryS. 
for a host of resources for taking the  
ACT including sample testquestion: 
% The Coll6& Board, A.m.@ 

is a nit-for-piofit membership assaki 
tion, composed of more than 5,000 
schoqls, colleges, universities, and 
other educational OrQanizatidns, 

. . 'o callege success and qpportunity. 

'a Go Higher KV. w . g o b @ h k  

Ite an  accountthey ca'n automatical 
nsen information into financial aid 
end college applications, visit cam- 
puses vinually, explore career option 

; ~?nereisalsom~Ongl~mifln~sam~'e' get adult education information, and 
, , 

, :. Gw@~.doing thiapart of.$be.ex@n are receive help transferring to another ' , a % @ & a ~ ? * ~ i t a \ i h  a wtain >qhool. 
% Jewish family &Vocational 

Service in Louisville; (5021 452-6341 or ~ 
. ,  . . 

. , , . ; ,  

ion Assistanca &u\uthorw 
, i$  a public corpora- 

to improvestudent 
access to higher education. KHEAA 

:i aclministers several financial aid pro- 
'&'* : grams and disseminates information 

"cation opportunities, 

More on 
Senate Bill 130 

I F  
or detailed information and 
additional provision5 of the 1 
go towww.Kmtuckyliv~~~g.c~ 

and qpe in "Senate I)?" in tli 
Keyword Search box. 



AFIstudeiit.om o f b a  vadetv of teat 
p~ductgto pr&re sWnts. w well as 
h e  online sample test questions and oth0f 

ing seniors took the ACT in 2005 while 8 
percent took the SAT, no doubt in large pact 
because state colleges inKentudnywquire 
the ACT, 

Back at Paintsdlle High School, Comp 
tonsays a seemingy obvious step wodd 
help students most with both of the tests. 
"The bigthingis making sure your 

kid e~mes to school," Compton advises 
parents.'When they're not here, even if 

I 



pa,icdar point in time p u  can easily 
get hack to that spot in the passage. 

"You shouldn't spend too much time 
taking notes hut underlining, h~ghlight- 
ing, andannotatingpassages is agood 
idea," hesays. "The more you practice- 
that is, buymg some books withpractlce 
tests and doing them-the better p u U  
he at notating your passages." 

Lack of good time management is the 
number-one mistake that Ellen Shapira 
seesstudents make, Shapua i~ 
and educational counselor at t 
Family & Vocat~onal Service. T 
ik-based organization offers 
~ensive career/educational assessme 

and counselingpmgrams for studen . 
and their families to help them make 
decisions regarkng college selection. 

Shapira cautions ~tudents that 
timing factors are lnvolved with not 
only the actual test process, but in th 

Kathy Witt scheduling of the tests as well. 
&, .", 

"During the test situation, some &&* 
, students rush through too quickly rnk~ s - 

- ing careless errors, and others work too 
slowly and are not able to finish many 
sections of the tests. 

"In regard to scheduling, students 
n't. And there is no way to fudge the they say, 'hindsight is 20/20."' sometimes start t a b g  the tests too 

Is it too late then for students to early-during their sophomore year, for 
"The SAT and ACT tests are written by perform well on these tests? While there instance-and then 'hum out'of the 
ple who have made it their life's work is no substitute for actually knowing the testing process by the summer before 
nd out what the test taker knows," material, Hirst says students can try a prep their senior year, whch is the tlme when 

s Aaron Hiist, ACT test prep mstruc- course for review of content, buy several they should he making their peak scores. 
at NKU Community Connections, the sets of tests and work them;ind solicit the "Other students are too late (wait- 

ulguntil theirsenior year) to start the 
testing process when it is too late to get 
m two Merent test adm~nistrat~ons 
Waitingtoolate also impacts their abi-  
ity to apply for early admissions to some 

When sitting down to the test, time schools and also apply to some scholar- 
management is one of the student's most ships programs." 

A word of caution when taking either 
test: don't fall into the trap of "over 
thinking" queations. 

"The tests are not tryimg to hick you," 
any graduating class. They're the one until you go about answering it," notes says Hust. "Simply answer the quertion 

that was asked wthout bringing in un- 
His test-takmg hp? Read the passages substantiated information or opinions." 

Finally: practice, practice, practice. 
Pracnang can help ?educe student 
anxiety about taking tests. And taking 

s the SAT and ACT more than once can 
ering questions regarding a imp10 
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areerahd~ducatimil ~ouneelir EIkShspiraaithe ~cwish w.be cor$+satea by a pod high.achool record and m a ~ y  cok 
Fa@ly sZ~~nalalSecviceceotT& thrk'@&r$ tips:. :1ege8 a'ndun~versities8~c~pt~to~~:nts rcith noz* @&of&:' . , : . How~h,~sr@jehts&ou r e m k .  that high SAT or ACT 
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, dews br%mtests*&&m Q a ~ i d x h e d w & ,  M~ietjP ,, 

~tudents~who take elthefthe SAT w Kl'mte th& . , ,I :a An&er,essp questionstE~t~ They usually pilcadernoze di 
times are llk@fy to see their mre~go~dou,'0., kdttones. 

2 There are,di@r~nt~stmti@e&r taking the ~A'fand .Spendanlyseconds an thp easiest queatiugs. On the has& 

sthe ACT.'%ys ShaphSThe SATscq~n$sy$te@ : , : : cmxxjl~p,@nd , . dqmbre thanOne to ~o minutes. ' ' 

rorksqainst you for '@essing."Iin @tier wofdS,;ff $ouqpeks a -r ~ e & t h e  s,ectlon rlikttipns in adymte of t a w t h e t e s t  
~cbmctly, poinm ate ~ubtractedfram.~ourtotalseme&~u % ,Youca;wr$inrhete&hk cmss.outwsbng,,miwers: do 

want towsea strategy d g u e s s i ~ ~ r ; i f h e r ~ r e f u ~ ~ '  . : ': , .. :' : -scrakhhWOtk, . . .: . , 

T ~ ~ ~ A C T  d ~ e ~  notpen~!&fot peskr$. ffyo~:ak&n&. . : 
our &ti-, a gco&arateao fish  may +fo.mndomry~q: : :- :.* :+?d?traj winarks b i ~  the answer sh;. 4 machine scores 

, in the b ~ a n ~ w ~ h ~ , c h a n r e y o u  m y k f ~ f & , ~ ~ f f  , , .  - , , . - . . ~ttstan&~@'tdfstin&h&hveen~a~n,&tan~we~-and r c .  ', , ,  
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'r ~ a e k  bnly oneanswer $er questign. 
, ,  . . , , , 

, ,.&mi&ed to u ~ & , s s ~ e s a e  hmdfpi&,&gen .: . ;:,.'.;a @ep!ch~ck i~~~hv t~ou  a tepl~cin~~~ourmwet '  in tha correct 
&emostse!ectiVe in r a ~ t J ~ , , + , c o ~ ~ &  and:. .'. section,a~dnumber.on @heanswer sheet. 
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! ~i~versitibaceept more average @em; h e n  yety l o ~ ~ s c ~ r e s ~  , - - 'dt+a~ik&p f&& of the timqbr&a.watch to thetest an*-- 
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